Statistician and software developer

Organization: VSN International

Location: Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire

Salary: negotiable

Closing date: 8th September 2011
Would you like to implement new ideas, and see them put to practical use by a world-wide community of enthusiastic users? VSN International (VSNi) is looking for an innovative statistician with good programming skills to join its team developing the statistical system GenStat, as well as new products for visualization and data analysis.

VSNi is a vibrant, growing and profitable company that develops data analysis, statistics and visualization software. It was formed in 2000 as a spin-off from the Numerical Algorithms Group and Rothamsted Research (an institute of the BBSRC) and is part-owned also by its staff. Our core product GenStat is the only general-purpose statistics system to be developed in Europe. GenStat originally began at Rothamsted in the late 1960s, and has a thriving international user base across more than 120 countries. 
Main Duties

To join an innovative development team, developing, integrating and validating new statistical algorithms to be used in our applications worldwide.
To undertake consulting tasks, and provide advice to users.
To take part in user training, and make presentations at conferences and workshops.
To build up experience in a particular area of data analysis, data mining or statistics, and acquire the expertise to drive that area forward within VSNi. We are particularly interested in adding to our skills in statistical genetics and Bayesian analysis, but these are not essential and other areas would be welcome too.
Knowledge and Skills

A statistical, mathematical or biological degree, MSc or PhD with substantial statistical coverage.
Knowledge and ideally also practical experience of at least one programming language (preferably C#, C++ and/or Fortran). 

Experience of computing in windowed environments, and preferably also UNIX (Linux).

Experience of statistical software and practical data analysis.

Skills and attributes

Ability to understand the mathematical basis of statistical or data-analysis algorithms.
Ability to take an overview and understand ideas in their generality.

Ability to program meticulously, and design and execute comprehensive validation programmes.

Ability to present results in ways readily interpretable by non-specialists.

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, and explain mathematical or statistical concepts clearly to non-specialists.

Ability to learn about and research into new methodology.

Ability to take on-board other peoples' ideas.

Ability to work effectively as a member of a team, supporting colleagues and accepting advice.

Resilience and cheerfulness under pressure.

Apply

Please send your CV, and a covering letter, detailing why you are suitable for the position, and confirming you can legally work in the UK.
email to: jobs@vsni.co.uk

or post to:

Recruitment, VSN International Ltd

5 The Waterhouse, Waterhouse Street, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 1ES, UK. 

Contact
Telephone: +44(0)1442 450230, Fax: +44(0)8701 215653

E-mail: enquiry@vsni.co.uk

Website: www.vsni.co.uk

Equal opportunities
It is VSNi policy to be an equal opportunity employer. VSNi recruits, trains, and promotes into all job levels the most qualified persons without regard to race, colour, age, religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status or disability.

Our success depends on effective use of the talents of our workforce, and so, we strive to foster an environment which supports and respects differences, and encourages the growth of all colleagues.

